Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Fourth Sunday of Easter J L
April 26, 2026
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \\ /

Confession and Forgiveness

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. &
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Red Book #807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.

let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Faith Lutheran Church

2206 Washington Rd.
Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www_shareourfaith.org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth @shareourfaith. org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485
pastor@shareourfaith org
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Mo

1
by

o

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the

Lord. Lord,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 1 Wor -thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

O

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
Pofiai
0 4 e —— -
G e ade ey — |
J T | H—‘_
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
Final refrain '
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a al -le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading — Acts 2:42-47 Pew Bible #883

42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone because many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were
together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being
saved.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 23

' The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still
waters.

3 You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s
sake.

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

3> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head
with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



Second Reading — 1 Peter 2:19-25 Pew Bible #987

19 It 1s a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this
1s a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth.” 23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse;
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one
who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,
so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep,
but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal Iife. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - 1a.



Gospel Reading — John 10:1-10 Pew Bible #868

C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them

out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” Red Book #778
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie

2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;

4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;

5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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in pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui - et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my  head thou dost with o0il a- noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
My  head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain

Apostles’ Creed

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please
respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit W

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the ; H I
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.

Faith Lutheran website
link

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. WU

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Have No Fear, Little Flock” Red Book #764
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, Iit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
0 | :
G . P —T 1
S . ¢ * I* ”
give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.
Communion Hymn: “Here Is Bread” Red Book #483
Communion Prayer
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the

world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C
Announcements

Amen.

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen




Hymn: “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” Red Book #774
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have I to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? | have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.
Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #236




