Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost J L
June 21, 2026
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Let the Whole Creation Cry” Red Book #876
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav'nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y Kking!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-ly One; glo-ry be to God a - lone!”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the

Lord. Lord,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 1 Wor -thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
_9_#1 N a1 L —
RESSES=seestEees =
J ' ’ .
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

O

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
Pofiai
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
Final refrain '
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a al -le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count
the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Jeremiah 20:7-13 Pew Bible #622

70 Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me,

and you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone
mocks me. 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and
destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision
all day long. °If I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; [ am
weary with holding it in, and I cannot. ' For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all
around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching
for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him and
take our revenge on him.” ! But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be
greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be
forgotten. 12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.

13 Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from
the hands of evildoers.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God




Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18

7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face.
8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother’s
children.

9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen
upon me.

10 I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach.

[111 put on sackcloth also, and became a byword among them.

12 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, and the drunkards

make songs about me.

13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O Lord:

“In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help.

14 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; let me be rescued from those
who hate me and out of the deep waters.

15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up;
do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.]

16 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn
to me.

17 Hide not your face from your servant; be swift and answer me, for [ am in
distress.

18 Draw near to me and redeem me; because of my enemies deliver me.

Second Reading — Romans 6:1b-11 Pew Bible #913

1*Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? > By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? > Do you not know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? * Therefore we were
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. > For if
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. ® We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. ® But if we died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. ® We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. ' The death
he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. ' So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 10:24-39 Pew Bible #785
C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 2*“A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above
the master; % it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household! %6 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become
known. 2’ What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 2® Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in
hell. ?° Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. > And even the hairs of your head are all

counted. 3! So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, ** but whoever denies me before others, I
also will deny before my Father in heaven. ** “Do not think that I have come to
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. ** For I have
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 3 and one’s foes will be members of
one’s own household. >’ “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me, 3® and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of

me. *° Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf



Sermon Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” Red Book #796
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I How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - ’ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in  Christ Je sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he  say than to  you he has  said
' strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; [ on ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please

respond, “hear our prayer.” E E E E E
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Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

) ) Faith Lutheran website
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the link
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.
Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. WU

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Borning Cry” Red Book #732
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1“1 was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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| re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.

'l ' be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;

If you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve -ning gent-ly clos-es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk tll ris -ing sun.”
I'll be there as 1 have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.



Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
Closing Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” Red Book #810
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak -ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, [ have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
Dismissal
A Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23



